Aerial Enforcement Overview:

· In 2000, the Highway Patrol began using aerial enforcement to work high-fatality areas.  
· The Highway Patrol did not have the resources in the budget to maintain its plane and the program during lean budget years. 

· It was brought back in 2006 through a partnership with SCDNR. It has since been used in Aiken, Orangeburg, Calhoun and Lexington counties. 
· Aerial enforcement is an excellent law enforcement tool that gives law enforcement a broader perspective and picture of what’s happening on problematic stretches of roadways.
· Aerial enforcement will especially focus on aggressive driving, speed and DUI–related driving behaviors.

· SCDNR uses its plane and pilot. HP uses its troopers, sometimes in conjunction with local law enforcement, on the highway below.
· One of the primary benefits of aerial enforcement is that it is unexpected.
· Aerial enforcement works this way:  the trooper in the plane identifies the violator on the ground. He then radios to a team of troopers on the ground with the description of the vehicle, the location and other facts.
· The motorist’s speed is computed using distance and time. A trooper in the plane will use a calibrated stopwatch to measure the time it takes a motorist to travel between lines painted on interstates or US routes. 

· The pilot and observer will work with three or four troopers on the ground who will then stop the violators.

· I-20 serves as the corridor to and from Georgia, often resulting in congestion and speed-related collisions and fatalities.
· So far, there have been seven fatalities in Aiken County on I-20 from January to May this year. 

