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Families of Highway Fatalities: At A Glance 
· A group housed under the South Carolina Department of Public Safety for family members of highway fatality victims.
· The group developed out of the department’s partnership with families on various projects and from correspondence with families through the Fatality Memorial Web Site.

· Families were eager to connect with other families who were experiencing similar losses. 

· This is the first known group specifically for families of highway fatality victims. 

· With an average of 43,000 Americans dying on the highways in America each year -- 1,000 in South Carolina alone, the Highway Patrol wanted to formalize this program to serve a twofold need: allowing families to provide peer support to each other and drawing on their experiences to prevent future fatalities.

· The ultimate goal of the group is to save lives.

· This program is federally funded through the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration. 

· It has three components:

· Safety ambassadors;

· Speakers’ bureau;

· Peer Team/Support Group.

· FHF members have become quite active throughout the state by speaking at various safety venues with troopers and by working independently in their respective communities to distribute SCDPS safety literature.
· A team has been trained as Peer Volunteers, offering assistance to other fatality families. 

· Faith Yingling was hired in February 2007 as the coordinator of the group. Her mission will be:
· to expand the base of volunteers/members and keep them regularly engaged; 

· continue and offer more frequently meetings of regional support groups;
· establish regional chapters of FHF with a team leader;
· educate first-responders, including law enforcement and coroners, about the needs of families immediately following a crisis. 

· to educate other states on beginning a group such as this through national and regional safety meetings such as Lifesavers, Colonel’s Conference etc.

·   For more information, contact Ms. Yingling, 803-896-8171, or fsyingling@schp.org.

