South Carolina Pedestrian Crashes

2005 – 2009
What is the extent of the problem?

· In the five-year period, January 1, 2005 – December 31, 2009, there were 4,565 traffic crashes in South Carolina that involved at least one pedestrian.  During this five-year period, the number of pedestrian crashes increased from 864 collisions in 2005 to its maximum of 962 collisions in 2007.  Starting in 2008 the number of pedestrian-related collisions decreased.  However, the fewest reported during this five-year period, 864, occurred in 2005. 
· These crashes resulted in the deaths of 522 persons.  In 2005, 98 persons died in pedestrian-related crashes.  In 2009, 89 persons died in pedestrian-related traffic crashes, demonstrating a dramatic improvement over the 125 that died in 2006.

· Pedestrian crashes resulted in 4,497 non-fatal injuries during the past five years.  The number of pedestrian crash injuries has fluctuated each year between 2005 and 2009.  As with fatalities, the injury figures declined in 2009 (853) over 2008 (923) and even more sharply compared to 2007 (1,001).  This was the first time more than 1,000 pedestrian crash injuries were reported since 1998 (1,064). 

Where Did These Crashes Occur?   

· During this five-year period, Charleston had the highest total number of pedestrian crashes with 774, followed by Richland, Horry and Greenville with 575, 437 and 386, respectively.   Charleston County had the most pedestrian fatalities with 58, followed by Greenville, Horry and Richland with 48, 47 and 35, respectively.

· With 1,908 reported pedestrian crashes during the past five years, secondary routes had the most of any of the five route categories.  The interstate routes had the fewest pedestrian crashes with 144.  

· Secondary routes also had the most pedestrian related injuries with 1,880 during this period.  However, more persons were killed on the US primary routes with 188 compared to 155 on secondaries.  

· Nationally, 4,378 pedestrians were killed in 2008.  This was 16 percent below the 5,228 reported in 1998.   (Source:  NHTSA Traffic Safety Facts – Pedestrians 2008).
· Nationally, the pedestrian fatality rate was 1.44 per 100,000 population in 2008.  South Carolina’s rate of 2.23 per 100,000 population ranked the state fourth highest among the 50 states.  Florida had the highest rate in the nation with 2.67 fatalities per 100,000 population; followed by Delaware, 2.41; Maine, 2.40. (Source:  NHTSA Traffic Safety Facts – Pedestrians 2008).
Who is involved?

· Of the 522 persons killed in these crashes, 518 were pedestrians; 2 were drivers of pickup trucks, 1 was a motorcyclist, and 1 was the driver of an SUV.
· Of the 518 pedestrian fatalities, 383 were males and 135 females.

· Fifty-nine (59) or 11.4%, of the 518 pedestrian fatalities were persons under the age of 20; 99 or 19.1%, were age 20-29; 72 or 13.9% were 30-39; 127, or 24.5% were 40-49; 74 or 14.3%, were 50-59; 39 or 7.5% were 60-69; and 38, 7.3%, were 70 or older.  (Ten of the fatalities had an unspecified or unknown age).

How/Why did these crashes occur?
· “Non-motorist (the pedestrian) Lying or Illegally in Roadway” was the leading probable cause of pedestrian crashes during the past five years with 615.  The leading probable cause for fatal pedestrian crashes was also “Other Person Illegally in Roadway” with 137.  
· As would be expected, the leading first harmful event in these crashes was a collision with a pedestrian with 2,337 crashes including 427 with fatalities (433 killed).  An additional 1,985 crashes (73 with fatalities, 75 killed) involved a collision between two or more motor vehicles in transit prior to the collision with the pedestrian.   The remaining crashes involved collisions with some type of fixed object or bicycle or other object prior to the collision with the pedestrian. 

When did these crashes occur?

· The leading time of day for pedestrian crashes was 6:01 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., the “early evening” period.   A total of 1,091 pedestrian-involved crashes occurred during this period.  The leading period for fatal pedestrian crashes was the “early night” period, 9:01 p.m. – midnight, with 162.  The “early night” period was also the second leading time for total pedestrian crashes with 828.  The second leading time period for fatal crashes was 6:01 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. with 123.   
· October was the leading month for pedestrian crashes during the past five years with 485; followed by September and December with 403 and 397 respectively.  All 12 months were well represented, with February having the fewest pedestrian crashes with 325. 

· October had the most fatal pedestrian crashes with 64 (66 persons killed).  Second was December with 58 fatal crashes (58 killed).  The fewest fatal pedestrian crashes occurred in May and November with 36 and 35 killed respectively. 
· The leading day of the week for pedestrian crashes was Friday, with 786, followed by Saturday with 722.  The fewest pedestrian crashes occurred on Sunday with 512.  

· The leading day for fatal pedestrian crashes by far was Saturday with 91 (95 killed).  Second was Friday with 84 fatal pedestrian crashes (84 killed).  Monday, with 58 (58 killed), had the fewest pedestrian fatal crashes. 
· The leading year, from 2005-2009, for pedestrian crashes was 2007 when 962 occurred.  The most fatal crashes occurred in 2006 with 122 (125 killed).   The lowest fatal pedestrian crash total, during this time period, occurred in 2009 when 87 fatal pedestrian crashes occurred (89 killed).   The number of persons killed in pedestrian crashes has declined since 2006 when 125 persons were killed, the highest total in 15 years.  
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	 PEDESTRIAN-RELATED SOUTH CAROLINA TRAFFIC COLLISIONS

	2005 - 2009

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	COUNTY
	COLLISION TYPE
	TOTAL COLLISIONS
	PERSONS KILLED
	PERSONS INJURED

	
	Fatal
	Injury
	Property Damage Only
	
	
	

	Abbeville
	0
	8
	0
	8
	0
	10

	Aiken
	15
	98
	4
	117
	16
	113

	Allendale
	0
	3
	1
	4
	0
	5

	Anderson
	15
	102
	3
	120
	15
	123

	Bamberg
	1
	4
	0
	5
	1
	5

	Barnwell
	4
	11
	0
	15
	4
	13

	Beaufort
	16
	94
	8
	118
	16
	100

	Berkeley
	20
	108
	11
	139
	20
	123

	Calhoun
	2
	3
	0
	5
	2
	4

	Charleston
	56
	695
	23
	774
	58
	771

	Cherokee
	9
	46
	3
	58
	10
	61

	Chester
	3
	13
	1
	17
	3
	21

	Chesterfield
	7
	15
	0
	22
	7
	20

	Clarendon
	9
	28
	0
	37
	9
	29

	Colleton
	5
	31
	3
	39
	5
	40

	Darlington
	8
	43
	1
	52
	8
	51

	Dillon
	6
	37
	0
	43
	6
	43

	Dorchester
	10
	85
	3
	98
	10
	92

	Edgefield
	2
	8
	1
	11
	2
	10

	Fairfield
	7
	14
	1
	22
	7
	15

	Florence
	21
	144
	5
	170
	22
	184

	Georgetown
	10
	50
	1
	61
	11
	65

	Greenville
	46
	315
	25
	386
	48
	348

	Greenwood
	4
	44
	2
	50
	4
	47

	Hampton
	1
	16
	2
	19
	1
	18

	Horry
	47
	364
	26
	437
	47
	444

	Jasper
	6
	22
	1
	29
	6
	24

	Kershaw
	3
	33
	0
	36
	3
	38

	Lancaster
	3
	31
	2
	36
	3
	38

	Laurens
	4
	30
	4
	38
	4
	37

	Lee
	5
	17
	0
	22
	5
	22

	Lexington
	15
	131
	7
	153
	15
	162

	McCormick
	2
	4
	0
	6
	2
	6

	Marion
	6
	26
	2
	34
	6
	35

	Marlboro
	8
	29
	0
	37
	8
	32

	Newberry
	5
	15
	1
	21
	5
	24

	Oconee
	4
	19
	1
	24
	4
	26

	Orangeburg
	23
	87
	4
	114
	23
	113

	Pickens
	9
	51
	4
	64
	9
	54

	Richland
	35
	519
	21
	575
	35
	586

	Saluda
	1
	6
	0
	7
	1
	7

	Spartanburg
	30
	205
	6
	241
	30
	232

	Sumter
	16
	87
	6
	109
	16
	107

	Union
	1
	17
	1
	19
	1
	21

	Williamsburg
	2
	20
	2
	24
	2
	24

	York
	12
	132
	5
	149
	12
	154

	TOTAL
	514
	3860
	191
	4565
	522
	4497


(statistical analysis by SCDPS/OHS)
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