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HIGHWAY PATROL ALERT:
Highway deaths are up in 2007. We want you to be safe and enjoy your trip to South Carolina.
· About 1,000 people die each year on our highways.
· If you are traveling through South Carolina from April to Labor Day, expect increased travel brought on by spring break and summer vacations.

· Most deadly motor vehicle collisions are due to mistakes the driver makes and are primarily single-vehicle collisions.

· Speed and inattention are the leading causes of motor vehicle deaths.

· [image: image3.jpg]


Routes leading into the beach and interstates such as I-95 attract many out-of-state travelers. Drivers are often driving fatigued and unfamiliar with the roadways.
KEEP YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY SAFE

· Always buckle up – no matter how short your trip. Ensure your passengers are buckled up. Keep children away from front seat-air bags. Children 12 and under should always ride in the backseat in age-appropriate restraints.

· Keep your car in good running condition – especially the brakes and tires.

· Reduce your speed and eliminate distractions.
· Be on the lookout for motorcycles and pedestrians.
· Drive defensively… scan ahead for problems; be aware of crossover crashes; don’t tailgate; look in your mirrors and over your shoulder before changing lanes. Vehicles – especially motorcycles – can hide in your blind spot.

· Be aware of how prescription drugs, lack of sleep (fatigue) and alcohol impair your ability to drive.
This is a public service message from the South Carolina Highway Patrol to promote safety and protect the well-being of our citizens and visitors. For more information and safe driving tips, visit the South Carolina Highway Patrol at www.schp.org or call 803-896-7920.

