FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August 28, 2003
CONTACT: SID GAULDEN, 803-896-8755
HIGHWAY PATROL WILL BE OUT IN FORCE 

LABOR DAY WEEKEND

COLUMBIA – The South Carolina Department of Public Safety today announced that its officers will once again focus on heavily-traveled, high collision highways throughout the state as the “100 deadly days of summer” come to a close over the 78-hour Labor Day travel period that begins tomorrow night at 6 p.m. and ends Monday at midnight.  

There were 11 people killed on South Carolina highways last Labor Day holiday, down from 14 in 2001. So far this year, 574 people have died on South Carolina highways, down 115 from 2002. From Memorial Day weekend until August 28, 197 people have been killed on South Carolina highways compared to 306 in 2002.
This Labor Day weekend, troopers will join border states in North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia in Hands Across the Border, a united effort to prevent crashes and save lives over Labor Day weekend. The agencies will hold joint public safety checkpoints along the South Carolina/North Carolina and South Carolina/Georgia borders and hold media events in Welcome Centers on the South Carolina/Georgia borders to explain the cooperative effort.

“We are urging motorists to use extreme caution over this long holiday weekend when traffic will be heavier than normal throughout the nation as people take their last long travel holiday of the summer,” said Highway Patrol Commander Col. Russell Roark. “In South Carolina, traffic will also be congested because of the Darlington races and the beginning of college football season.” 


Officers will be on alert for all traffic violations but the most common violations typically involve speeding, failure to yield the right of way, DUI and disregarding a sign/signal. 

The most effective way to stay safe while traveling includes always buckling up, checking your car to make sure it is in good working condition before getting on the road, obeying the speed limits, refraining from drinking and driving and always staying alert for mistakes by the other motorists.

This is the first major holiday travel period since the DUI blood alcohol content was lowered to .08 from .10. That means motorists need to be aware that their intoxication level can reach unsafe and illegal limits with fewer drinks.  
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