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HIGHWAY PATROL SEIZES DRUGS, WEAPONS, CURRENCY

 IN THREE SEPARATE TRAFFIC STOPS
COLUMBIA – The South Carolina Department of Public Safety Highway Patrol’s ACE Team seized more than $310,000 in drugs and currency and apprehended a felon transporting firearms in three recent traffic stops.

The first stop was on US 17 in Colleton County on September 17. The driver, King Solomon Bird, 23, of Miramar, Fla., was stopped for speeding in a Mercury minivan. Three pounds of cocaine were discovered in the driver’s side rear inside quarter panel. The drugs’ street value was $272,000. Bird, who was traveling from Florida to Goose Creek, was charged with trafficking cocaine and speeding. 
A Massachusetts man was stopped for speeding on I-85 northbound in Greenville County about 1 a.m. on September 18. Officers found six small bags of marijuana and 11 pistols in the trunk. The driver, Robert L. Debaross, 25, of Malden, Mass., and passenger Surpaul Cottrell, 22, also of Malden, Mass., were charged with simple possession of marijuana, pistol charges and felon in possession of a pistol. 

The third stop, also on September 18, yielded $38,000 in seized currency. Troopers stopped a Chevrolet Lumina for speeding on I-95 in Clarendon County. The driver, Jorge N. Castedo Cardona, 38, of Santa Cruz, Bolivia, was carrying a suitcase in the backseat with $38,000 in currency. He was traveling from John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York City to Miami International Airport. 

“These cases show the range of crimes being committed on our highways,” said Highway Patrol Col. Russell Roark. “Our ACE team does more than drug interdiction; their job is to restrict criminals from using our highways as a convenient place to conduct their crimes.” 






--30-


SI/HP/06
