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HIGHWAY PATROL SEIZES $9.1 MILLION IN DRUGS
AFTER TWO I-95 TRAFFIC STOPS
COLUMBIA – The South Carolina Department of Public Safety Highway Patrol’s ACE Team seized ecstasy pills and heroin worth more than $9 million in two I-95 traffic stops in Dorchester County on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The first stop was on I-95 southbound around noon on Tuesday. ACE team troopers stopped a 2003 Cadillac for failure to yield right of way and improper lane change. The troopers found around 3,500 ecstasy pills in plastic wrap concealed by laundry inside the trunk. The driver, Kelvin A. Pimental, 27, of Boston was traveling from Boston to Weston, Fla. He and passenger Sandi Troncoso, 26, also of Boston, were arrested for trafficking ecstasy. The drugs had a street value of around $87,500. 

The second stop resulted in the seizure of four pounds of heroin. ACE Team troopers stopped a 1997 Nissan van for failure to maintain lane. A K-9 unit made a positive alert on the heroin, which was located behind the rear seat in a hang-up luggage bag.  The driver, Neville Andrew Meikle, 40, of Miami, was traveling from Miami to Baltimore. Meikle was charged with trafficking heroin. The heroin had a street value of around $9 million.   

The Highway Patrol has made drug seizures worth more than $11 million this month and assisted the State Transport Police in another drug seizure with a street value of around $2 million. 
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