FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

October 9, 2003
CONTACT: SID GAULDEN, 803-896-8409
SPECIAL MOTORCYCLE UNIT ENFORCEMENT EFFORT IN DORCHESTER COUNTY ENDS WITH 656 CITATIONS 
 

COLUMBIA – The South Carolina Highway Patrol Motorcycle Unit completed a five-day special enforcement effort on October 3 in Dorchester County with the ACE Team Motorcycle Unit issuing 656 citations. 

The Dorchester special enforcement blitz was the first in a statewide series by the Motorcycle Unit, which will focus on some of the deadliest, high-crash highways in the state in the coming months. Dorchester County is one of the most dangerous places to drive in South Carolina.
From January 1, 2003, through September 18, there were1,335 collisions, 13 fatalities and 71 collisions with injuries in Dorchester County. 

The areas of enforcement concentration included: U.S. 78, S.C. 61, I-95, U.S. 17A and I-26. Of these problem areas, U.S. 78 had the most crashes with 101 from January to September. I-26 ranked second with 89 crashes and I-95 ranked third with 79 crashes. 

“The majority of the citations we issued during this effort were for speeding and violations of the seat belt law,” said Capt. F.K. Lancaster Jr. “Failure to buckle up and excessive speed are two of the primary killers on our highways.” 
Some of the other citations included driving under the influence, driving under suspension, and drug charges. 
Greenville County will be the next area of concentration for the ACE Motorcycle Unit. 
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Editors: Final collision data for this enforcement period are not yet available. 
