FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 29, 2003
CONTACT: SID GAULDEN, 803-896-8409
HIGHWAY PATROL ACE TEAM BEGINS SPECIAL MOTORCYCLE UNIT ENFORCEMENT EFFORT IN DORCHESTER COUNTY
 

COLUMBIA – The South Carolina Department of Public Safety Highway Patrol division will begin a special enforcement effort using 10 troopers from its Motorcycle Unit to work some of the deadliest, high-crash highways in Dorchester County starting today and running through October 3.

“We have found that the most effective way to reduce crash-related injuries and save lives on our highways is to target areas that have the highest fatality and collision numbers,” said Highway Patrol Col. Russell Roark. “Dorchester County is one of the most dangerous areas to drive in the Lowcountry.”

The Dorchester enforcement effort is the first in a statewide series by the ACE Team Motorcycle Unit to help reduce fatalities and collisions. Motorcycles have some enforcement advantages over conventional Patrol vehicles including the ability to move through congested traffic more effectively.  
From January 1, 2003, through September 18, there have been 1,335 collisions, 13 fatalities and 71 collisions with injuries in Dorchester County. 

“The causes for these collisions are usually attributable to correctable driver error including speeding, following too closely and failure to yield,” said Capt. F.K. Lancaster Jr., who heads the ACE Team. “Our goal is to help change poor driving behavior through a strong enforcement presence.”
The areas of concentration will include: U.S. 78, S.C. 61, I-95, U.S. 17A and I-26. Of these problem areas, U.S. 78 had the most crashes with 101 from January to September. I-26 ranked second with 89 crashes and I-95 ranked third with 79 crashes. 

More crashes occur on weekdays in Dorchester County, with Fridays typically the worst. The majority of these crashes happen between noon and 6 p.m. 
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