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CONTACT: SID GAULDEN, (803) 896-8409

SC DPS REMINDS MOTORISTS OF DRIVE SAFELY WORK WEEK
COLUMBIA – The South Carolina Department of Public Safety reminds motorists that this week is Drive Safely Work Week, a national workplace traffic safety campaign geared toward educating employees on ways to have a safer commute to and from work.
In 2001, commuters spent more than 550 million hours each week in their vehicles and that number is steadily rising. 

“The majority of vehicle collisions are caused by human factors both in South Carolina and nationwide,” said Highway Patrol Commander Col. Russell Roark. “If motorists, especially those on their commute to and from work, would share the road, plan ahead and keep their vehicle in good condition, we would see a vast improvement in fatalities and collision numbers overall.” 

Drive Safely Work Week is sponsored by the national Network of Employers for Traffic Safety (NETS) and targets both government and private industry. The goal of the campaign is to focus on actions drivers can take to ensure their own safety and the safety of others on the highways. In South Carolina, 1,053 people died last year on our highways – the fifth consecutive year in which fatality numbers have topped 1,000. So far this year, South Carolina remains 91 fatalities behind last year at this time.
Highway collisions are caused by three primary factors: human error (93 percent); roadway problems (33 percent); and vehicle defects (13 percent). Highway crowding and motorists jockeying for position on the highways can lead to stress and frustration, which can end in driver error and aggressive, risky driving behaviors. 

Drivers must be ready both physically and mentally to drive, being well-rested, alert and attentive on the road; remaining calm and sharing the road; avoid gawking at other crashes (the leading caused of distracted driving) and yield to emergency vehicles. 

Knowing the route and being well-informed about weather and road conditions as well as unusual traffic activity such as crashes, road closures, work zones or heavier than usual congestion help drivers head off traffic nightmares. Mechanical defects and worn equipment on vehicles are major crash factors. Vehicles are staying on the road longer, with those over 10 years being the fastest growing segment on the road. Much of the tragedy caused by vehicle mishaps is preventable with proper maintenance and can make the difference between a crash and a near miss. 

For more information on safe driving practices, contact NETS National at 1-888-221-0045 or South Carolina Highway Safety NETS coordinator Connie Hoover at 803-896-9953 or visit the web site at www.NETSNational.org for more safe driving tips.
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