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TROOP THREE TEAM FOCUSES ON BRINGING DOWN DUI NUMBERS IN UPSTATE

COLUMBIA – The South Carolina Department of Public Safety Highway Patrol announces that its specialized DUI Enhanced Enforcement Team in the Upstate made 187 DUI arrests in that Troop from June to September and will continue their strict enforcement of the state’s DUI laws to help reduce DUI-related fatalities and collisions. 

The Troop 3 DUI team wrote 1,062 citations from June 1 until September 30, including 187 for DUI. This represents 26 percent of the total DUI citations for the entire Troop, which includes Anderson, Oconee, Greenville, Pickens and Spartanburg counties in the Upstate. Troop 3 issued 706 DUI violations compared to 642 over the same four-month period in 2002.  

“Our team devotes 100 percent of its time to DUI enforcement, which is absolutely critical in reducing DUI fatality and collision numbers,” said Cpl. T.W. Richards, supervisor of the Troop 3 DUI Team. “The areas we work vary and are flexible based on need, activity and information we develop from the community, allowing us to target our efforts where they are needed most.” 

The primary responsibility of the team is selective, concentrated and strict enforcement of the state’s DUI laws in those areas of the state deemed high risk for frequency of DUI collisions, fatal DUI collisions, DUI injury collisions and frequent/flagrant DUI violations. 

The Upstate area is considered one of the worst in the state for DUI collisions and fatalities. Troop 3 had a 10 percent increase in the number of DUI-related fatal collisions (39) in 2001 and a 12 percent increase in the number of persons killed (42) in DUI crashes. (Final alcohol-related statistics are not yet complete for the June-September period).  

“Patrol manpower has continued to decrease from 1,001 in 2001 to the current 842 due to budget cuts,” said Highway Patrol Col. Russell Roark. “This makes proactive, specialized enforcement difficult, which is why the DUI team is so important to target this crime specifically and save lives.”
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