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HIGHWAY PATROL HOLDS ONE-DAY HALLOWEEN ENFORCEMENT BLITZ FOCUSING ON DUI, PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 

COLUMBIA – The South Carolina Department of Public Safety Highway Patrol alerts motorists that troopers will be out in force this Halloween focusing specifically on keeping impaired drivers off the highways and protecting young pedestrians.

“We have some particular concerns this year with Halloween falling on Friday,” said Highway Patrol Col. Russell Roark. “Because it is not a school or work night, we can expect more parties, which can lead to an increased risk for impaired driving. Fridays also are statistically one of the worst days for pedestrian fatalities.” 

A study conducted by the Center for Disease Control from 1975 to 1996 found that the number of deaths among young pedestrians (ages 5-14) is four times higher on Halloween evening than any other evening of the year. Data from 2002 National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reports show that: almost one-quarter of children ages 5-9 killed in traffic crashes were pedestrians; 40 percent of all pedestrian fatalities occur between 5-9 p.m.; and nearly 47 percent of pedestrian fatalities occur on Friday, Saturday or Sunday.  
The Highway Patrol reminds parents and motorists:

· Don't use a cell phone while driving through neighborhoods. 

· Drive well below the posted speed limit during trick-or-treating hours, typically from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

· Be aware that children will be entering and exiting vehicles frequently. Do not pass other vehicles that have stopped in the roadway.
· Children can dart into the street particularly at intersections; motorists need to be especially alert for small children and children in dark, non-reflective clothing.

· Motorists should never assume a pedestrian approaching the roadway will yield to their vehicle. Children may not see the vehicle approaching or might not be familiar with crossing roadways. 
· Parents should prepare children with flashlights, glow sticks or use reflective tape on their costumes. Parents should use their four-way flashers when waiting on children and be sure their children know to look both ways before crossing the street and to cross only at corners or crosswalks. Make sure children’s costumes are not so long that they cause the child to trip. 
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