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October 18, 2003

CONTACT: L/Cpl. Bryan McDougald, 

1-800-202-9565 

HIGHWAY PATROL ARRESTS SUSPECT IN OCTOBER 13

FATAL HIT-AND-RUN IN CHESTER COUNTY

COLUMBIA – The South Carolina Highway Patrol arrested a Virginia man today for an October 13 hit-and-run collision in which a 3-year-old Rochester, New York, girl was killed in Chester County. 

Witnesses to the Monday collision had described the truck as a white tractor trailer truck with heavy damage to the front with red striping and/or lettering. The Highway Patrol began distributing fliers Tuesday to truck stops, welcome centers and rest areas, using DOT message boards and airing taped messages via AM radio looking for the truck driver who fled the scene.

The owner of a Virginia company, MW Windows & Doors of Rocky Mount, Va., contacted the Highway Patrol on Thursday after seeing the story. He said that one of his trucks fitting the description may have been involved in the collision.

Norman Blankenship, 54, 210 Little Mountain Circle, Rocky Mount, Va. was apprehended in Virginia late Friday night. The Rocky Mount, Va., Police Department and Virginia State Police assisted the Highway Patrol. Blankenship agreed to return to South Carolina with the Highway Patrol where he was arrested early Saturday morning and charged with hit and run – leaving the scene of accident/fatality.

The collision happened Monday, October 13, at the 65 mile marker in Chester County around 5:20 p.m. Traffic was congested from an earlier collision that day in which a DOT employee had been killed. 

The tractor-trailer truck was headed northbound on I-77 when it encountered the congestion. The truck apparently locked its brakes and jackknifed, striking a 1992 Chevrolet Cavalier, causing it to hit three other vehicles. The truck driver swerved into the emergency lane and fled the scene. Essence Alexander of Rochester, New York, was killed from the impact.

Blankenship is being held in the Chester County Detention Center. His bond hearing is scheduled for Monday at noon.
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