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HIGHWAY PATROL BEGINS SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT 
EFFORT IN DEADLY JASPER COUNTY 
 

COLUMBIA – The South Carolina Department of Public Safety Highway Patrol division will join several other local law enforcement agencies, including the Georgia State Patrol, in a concentrated enforcement effort on a deadly stretch of I-95 in Jasper County. The enforcement effort begins Nov. 9 and lasts through December.
The purpose of the initiative is to combat the sharp spike in fatalities in Jasper County this year and to reduce collisions overall. Troop 6, which includes Berkeley, Dorchester, Colleton, Jasper and Charleston counties, is down by eight fatalities compared to last year – 134 compared to 142 through October. However, Jasper County is the exception. So far this year, 23 people have been killed in Jasper County alone compared to six at this time last year.

The Jasper County Sheriff’s Office, Ridgeland Police Department, Hardeeville Police Department, State Transport Police and Georgia State Patrol will join the Highway Patrol in strict, proactive enforcement. The effort will focus on primary factors causing collisions including speeding/too fast for conditions and improper lane change. 
“Our goal is to get motorists’ attention by literally saturating this area with law enforcement,” said Col. Russell Roark. “We have found the most effective way to reduce fatalities and collisions is by putting our enforcement resources in the precise spot we are having problems.”

Data show that the worst hours for crashes in Jasper County are from 6 a.m.-9 p.m. Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. The worst location is between the number eight mile marker and number 13 mile marker on I-95. 
A number of techniques will be used in the effort including: line/saturation patrols, unmarked units, speed trailers and programmable message boards furnished by SCDOT. 
The goal of the effort is to: 

· Reduce the number of collisions;
· Increase law enforcement’s visibility on I-95;

· Increase motorist awareness of the heightened enforcement and ultimately change driving behaviors. 
“We have consistently seen a drop in fatalities this year in other areas of this region with the exception of Jasper County where fatalities have continued to climb,” said Troop 6 Capt. Reggie Gosnell. “The majority of these collisions come down to reckless and irresponsible driving behavior. We’re here to change that.”
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