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Rear-Facing Seat*
Birth to 1 year or less than 20 pounds
Children from birth to 1 year old, or who weigh less than 20 pounds, must be secured
in a rear-facing child safety seat.

Forward-Facing Seat*
1-5 years old and 20 to 40 pounds
Children 1 through 5 years old weighing 20 to 40 pounds must be restrained in a
forward-facing child seat.

Booster Seat*
1-5 years old and 40 to 80 pounds with a shoulder and lap belt
Children 1 through 5 years old weighing 40 to 80 pounds must be secured in a
belt-positioning booster seat.

Adult Seat Belts
More than 80 pounds
Children under the age of 6 are not required to be in booster seats if they weigh more
than 80 pounds or if they can sit with their backs against the car’s seat and bend their
legs over the seat edge without slouching.

*Child seats must be properly secured to vehicle’s safety belt system

South Carolina Department of Public Safety

The safest place for all children
younger than 13 is properly restrained

in the back seat in the appropriate
restraint for their age and size.
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