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PROJECT SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS

2011 Application Guidelines and Procedures

Introduction
The Office of the United States Attorney, District of South Carolina has been designated to receive funds to continue the Project Safe Neighborhoods (PSN) grant program.  This program is designed to fund innovative projects to reduce gun and gang-related violence.  The South Carolina Department of Public Safety - Office of Justice Programs has been designated as the fiscal agent to administer these funds in South Carolina.
This document provides potential applicants with program criteria and eligibility information so that formal application proposals may be prepared.  Please contact the Office of Justice Programs at (803) 896-8709 to request technical assistance.

Project CeaseFire is South Carolina’s implementation of the national gun violence reduction initiative, Project Safe Neighborhoods.  Additional information can also be obtained regarding the Project Safe Neighborhoods initiative by visiting the official website http://www.projectsafeneighborhoods.gov. 

Eligible Applicants
Project Safe Neighborhoods grant awards may be made to state agencies, local units of government and non-profit agencies.  A "local unit of government" is defined as any city, county, town, township or other general purpose political subdivision of a state. 
The following signatures will be required on the Grant Application:

a. 
Project Director - Head of agency or individual involved in daily operations of the project;

b. 
Financial Officer - County or City Finance Director, or person responsible for the financial operation of the agency;

c. 
Official Authorized to Sign - Mayor, County or City Administrator, or Executive Director of the agency. 

Funding Policies 

A. 
Programs funded under PSN must be twelve months in length. (October 1, 2011 – September 30, 2012)
B. 
All subgrantees will agree to abide by all applicable guidelines, including grant Terms and Conditions and any Special Conditions. 

C. 
PSN funds can be used to fund salaries and fringe benefits; necessary equipment; contractual services when applicable; travel and training costs and other needed supplies.

Funding Priorities

These priorities are a part of an overall strategy that supports the efforts of reducing gun and gang-related violence in South Carolina.  Therefore, applicants should best position themselves to incorporate, to the extent possible, the below funding priorities into their PSN strategy in FY 2011 and implement specific gang and gun crime enforcement, intervention and prevention strategies building on each of these five areas as described:
1.  
Gun and Gang Crime Investigation/Suppression: Programs to target perpetrators of gun and gang-related crimes.  Demonstration of multi-agency cooperation should be provided (e.g. both state & federal involvement).

2.  
Prevention/Education Programs: Programs such as adult and/or juvenile prevention, education courses on firearm safety and laws regarding gun-related offenses, Gang Resistance Education and Training (G.R.E.A.T.), youth mentoring programs, community gang awareness training, and re-entry programs.
3.  
Data Analysis:  Programs designed to assess the nature and extent of gun crime, gang activity and gang membership in South Carolina.

4.  
Firearm and/or Anti-Gang Crime Investigation/Task Forces: 
Programs to target perpetrators of crimes that involve the use of a firearm or are gang-related.  This can include the illegal sale of guns or crimes proven to be committed to benefit a “gang”.  Demonstration of multi-agency cooperation should be provided (i.e. both state and federal involvement).

5.  
Firearms Analysis: Programs that will enhance and provide support for state and 


local law enforcement agencies that analyze firearms and ballistic evidence.
6.   
Training: Training to enhance the effective implementation of PSN programs both local and statewide.  Agencies and departments are encouraged to choose topics such as gang investigations, firearms investigations and crime gun identification and tracing.
Matching Requirement
Funding will provide for 100% of project costs. No cash or in-kind match will be required.
Administrative Requirements

The grant application must be completed using the Office of Justice Program’s Grants Management Information System (GMIS), which is an online application process.  The Grants Management Information System can be accessed through the South Carolina Department of Public Safety website at http://www.scdps.org/ojp/.  Supporting documents, letters of cooperation and appendixes relating to the application should be attached to the application using the GMIS system.
Funding Continuation Potential / Sustainment

Second or subsequent year funding is never guaranteed. New and continuation projects compete equally each year. Further, in FY 2012, the Department of Justice will transition PSN funding from formula-based allocations to a competitive-based program.  Departure from the formula system will mean that districts will no longer be assured of receiving annual PSN allocations.    In a competitive environment, “need” and the use of effective data-driven strategies will be key drivers for funding selections, in addition to performance results and other factors.  PSN applicants are encouraged to submit FY2011 projects that could transition to these strategies in FY2012.   When the program becomes competitive in FY 2012, projects will be better positioned to compete for funding on the basis of their successful implementation of core PSN strategies.
Financial Requirements
An assurance that PSN grant funds will not be used to supplant local funding must be provided in the application as stated on pages 25 and 26.  This certification attests that federal funds will be used to supplement existing funds for program activities, not replace funds already appropriated for the same purpose.  Potential supplanting will be subject to post award monitoring and audit. Violations of this requirement can result in recoupment of monies provided under this grant in addition to possible other penalties.

The deadline for submission is 5:00 p.m. on July 22, 2011.  No applications will be considered after this deadline.

Please feel welcome to contact the Office of Justice Programs regarding any programmatic questions at (803) 896-8709.  Contact Peggy McBride in Accounting-Grants for any financial questions at (803) 896-8414.  
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