By Director Leroy Smith
’Tis the season to be jolly. 
Unfortunately, this is also the season when many people drive after drinking alcohol. And we all know the results can be anything but jolly – a DUI arrest or worse. Santa would not approve.
To curtail impaired driving during the holidays, the SC Department of Public Safety (SCDPS) recently launched a holiday-themed campaign that will run through January 1: “Be a SANTA! A Sober All Night Totally Awesome Designated Driver.”
While there is only one Santa Claus, anyone can “Be a SANTA.” The campaign urges sober designated drivers to take the reins – or keys – before holiday gatherings where alcohol will be served and to make a commitment to refrain from consuming alcoholic beverages or anything else that can impair driving skills.
With the cooperation of the SC Hospitality Association (SCHA) and its Columbia-area members, the campaign will reach out to patrons of restaurants and bars with a message that is fun, and potentially life-saving. (The Columbia market will be a pilot program for the campaign with the goal of expanding to other markets next year.) 

The campaign uses TV spots, billboards and on-site printed materials and is designed to promote positive interaction between patrons and service staff.  In a recent SCHA newsletter, the association’s president said the “Be a SANTA” program is one way for participating restaurants and bars to demonstrate their concern for customers. 

“It will be a great opportunity for restaurants and bars to take advantage of the television promotion to help make sure their customers act responsibly during the holiday season,” Tom Sponseller said. 

Throughout the year, SCDPS’ Highway Patrol and local law enforcement agencies work tirelessly to remove drivers impaired from alcohol and other substances from our roadways. In addition, SCDPS’ Office of Highway Safety uses federal funds to air commercials to inform the public of the legal and personal consequences of driving while intoxicated.
The “Be a SANTA” campaign builds upon these enforcement and outreach efforts and complements other safe ride programs. The campaign emphasizes the importance of designated drivers choosing ahead of time to remain alcohol-free all night long. Once you consume any alcohol or take any other impairing substance, you’re no longer SANTA approved.

Impaired driving remains the top cause of traffic deaths in South Carolina. The issue is compounded during the Christmas and New Year’s season when more people – including those who don’t drink regularly – risk driving impaired following holiday celebrations.
We’re no Scrooges at SCDPS. We want everyone to enjoy this time of year, but one person’s good time should not come at the expense of another person’s life. We urge all motorists to be responsible for themselves and everybody else on the road. One way to do that this holiday season is to “Be a SANTA.” 
Have fun as you enjoy a “mocktail” and embrace a spirit of responsibility. Be the one your friends can count on to get them home by staying sober all night, obeying the speed limit, not using your cell phone while driving – unless it’s an emergency – and making sure everyone in your vehicle is buckled. And if you see someone you suspect is driving impaired, pull over if you can, and call *HP (*47) to alert law enforcement.
Anyone who chooses to be a designated driver is taking on a big job, especially during the holidays. But there is a big payoff – the satisfaction of knowing you gave your friends or your family members the gift of a safe ride home. 
For more information on the “Be a SANTA” campaign, visit the SC Department of Public Safety at www.scdps.org/santa.
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